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TAGS: PFOR, IZ, IR 

SUBJECT: IRAQ-IRAN BORDER CLASH AND KURDISH PROBLEM 
REF: BAGHDAD 98 

SUMMARY: WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE TO INDICATE ANY IRANIAN DESIRE 
TO PREVENT RESOLUTION OF IRAQI KURDISH PROBLEM AS SUGGESTED 
PARAGRAPH THREE REFTEL. WHILE IT WOULD APPEAR LOGICAL THAT 
TEHRAN WOULD NOT FAVOR ESTABLISHMENT OF INDEPENDENT OR NEARLY 
INDEPENDENT ECONOMICALLY VIABLE KURDISTAN IN IRAQI TERRITORY, 
THIS DOES NOT SEEM TO BE THE SORT OF AUTONOMY THAT BAGHDAD IS 
OFFERING BARZANI'S KURDS. IN ANY CASE IRANIAN KURDS, DESPITE 
ETHNIC TIES TO BROTHER KURDS IN IRAQ, UNLIKELY TO BE ATTRACTED 
TO ANYTHING 

LESS THAN INDEPENDENT KURDISTAN AS THEIR PRESENT 
ECONOMIC POSITION AND FUTURE PROSPECTS IN IRAN ARE FAR SUPERIOR 
TO ANYTHING THEY COULD EXPECT TO FIND IN IRAQI MOUNTAINS. 
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1. WE HAVE SEEN NOTHING WHICH WOULD SUGGEST IRANIAN 
INTENTION TO SANDBAG SCHEDULED MARCH 1 1 RESOLUTION OF IRAQI 
KURDISH PROBLEM. NO GOI OFFICIALS HAVE SO INDICATED BUT, 

SOLELY FROM LOGICAL POINT OF VIEW, IT WOULD APPEAR TO MAKE 
SENSE FOR TEHRAN TO OPPOSE ESTABLISHMENT OF INDEPENDENT OR 
SEMI INDEPENDENT KURDISH STATE ON ITS WESTERN FLANK. 

HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO SURVIVE ECONOMICALLY SUCH A STATE 
WOULD NEED CONTROL OF A MAIOR ECONOMIC ASSET SUCH AS KIRKUK 
OIL FIELDS. TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE BAGHDAD IS NOT OFFERING 

A DEGREE OF POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE SUFFICIENT TO 
MAKE AUTONOMOUS KURDISTAN ATTRACTIVE TO IRANIAN KURDS, OR EVEN 
TO IRAQI KURDS. 

2. IN CONTRAST TO THEIR IRAQI BRETHREN. IRANIAN KURDS HAVE 
LIVED AT PEACE WITH THEIR CENTRAL GOVERNMENT FOR 25 YEARS. 

DURING THIS PERIOD AND ESPECIALLY IN LAST FIVE YEARS TEHRAN 
HAS MADE SERIOUS EFFORTS TO IMPROVE SOCIO/ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
OF ITS KURDS WHILE PROVIDING LIMITED AND POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
AID TO STRUGGLING KURDS ON IRAQI SIDE OF BORDER. KURDISH 
IRNIANS NOW BENEFIT FROM MODERN ASPHALTED ROAD SYSTEM AND 
WELL MAINTAINED SECONDARY ROADS THROUGHOUT THEIR REGION AND 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IS SPENDING ENORMOUS SUMS ON DAM CONSTRUC- 
TION AND AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS. CURRENT FIVE YEAR PLAN 

RATES KURDISH AREA SECOND ONLY TO COSTAL PROVINCE IN TERMS 
OF PROGRAMMED EXPENDITURES OF DF.VEI .PENT FUNDS. PROGRAMS 
HAVE EVIDENTLY BORNE FRUIT AS PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS VISITED 
BY TABRIZ CONSULATE OFFICERS SEEMED COMPLETELY UNCONCERNED 
ABOUT KURDISH LOYALTIES. WHILE IRAN HAS BEEN EXTENDING 
ITSELF TO ASSURE THEREALITY OF ITS KURDS, RELATIONS BETWEEN 
BAGHDAD AND BARZANI'S KURDS HAVE BEEN SUCH THAT NIETHER 
IRANIAN KURDS NOR IRANIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS EXPECT THAT 
A PROJECTED MARCH 1 1 IRAQI-KURDISH AGREEMENT, WHATEVER 
FORM IT MIGHT TAKE, WOULD BE EITHER SINCERE OF LONGLASTING. 

3. IN SHORT, WE DO NOT THINK GOVERNMENT OF IRAN IS 
SUFFICIENTLYWORRIED BY PROSPECT OF A MARCH 1 1 AGREEMENT TO 
TAKE THE KIND OF SPOILING ACTION SUGGESTED BY AMBASSADOR 
NAGGAR. 

HECK 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 TEHRAN 01786 070927Z 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROVINCE, BORDER INCIDENTS, BOUNDARY CLAIMS, MINORITIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 MAR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974TEHRAN01786 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: TEHRAN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740362/aaaacggz.tel 

Line Count: 107 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: BAGHDAD 98 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 JUN 2002 by rowelle0>; APPROVED <28 JAN 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IRAQ-IRAN BORDER CLASH AND KURDISH PROBLEM 
TAGS: PFOR, IZ, IR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




